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What is the Southeast Florida Regional Climate Change Compact? 
The Compact is an agreement adopted by Broward, Miami-Dade, 
Monroe and Palm Beach County Commissions in January 2010 
recognizing the vulnerability of the Southeast Florida region to the 
impacts of climate change and resolving to work collaboratively on 
mitigation and adaptation strategies through joint policies to 
influence climate/energy legislation and funding at state and federal 
levels, to develop a Regional Climate Change Action Plan and to 
host annual summits to review progress and discuss strategies.  
 
How did it get started? 
Representatives of the four County Commissions came together at 

the 2009 Southeast Florida 
Regional Climate Leadership 
Summit hosted by Broward 
County. The regional challenges 
and threats from global climate 
change on the 5.6 million 
residents of this region were 
discussed and a call to action for 
regionalized efforts was issued in 
the form of the Compact. 

 
What has been accomplished to date?  
Since the October 2009 Summit, a Staff Steering Committee was formed representing each of the 
Compact Counties and the South Florida Water Management District. With the support of a variety of 
local, regional state and federal agencies (NOAA, USACE, USGS and USEPA), the Compact’s technical 
workgroups developed a technical foundation for regional climate 
issues including a unified sea level rise projection, a sea level rise 
vulnerability assessment and a regional greenhouse gas inventory. 
Federal and state legislative programs were coordinated in 2010, 
2011 and 2012 with joint advocacy on climate related issues. This 
resulted in a successful amendment to Florida law creating the 
Adaptation Action Area (AAA) designation for areas that are 
uniquely vulnerable to climate impacts, including sea level rise, to 

serve as a planning tool and 
encourage technical 
assistance and funding 
opportunities.  Finally, with 
the input of a myriad of 
stakeholders, a draft 
Southeast Florida Regional 
Climate Change Action Plan 
was developed and presented at the 3rd Annual Regional Climate 
Leadership Summit in Key Largo in December 2011.  

“…a	  far-‐reaching,	  bipartisan	  Climate	  
Action	   Plan	   that	   lays	   out	   the	   steps	  
local	   governments	   need	   to	   take,	  
working	   together,	   to	  make	   sure	   the	  
region’s	   water	   supplies,	  
transportation	   networks,	   buildings	  
and	   other	   infrastructure	   can	  
withstand	   the	   coming	   changes.”	  
Michael	   D.	   Lemonick,	   Yale	  
Environmental	  360,	  Jan.	  12,	  2012	  

“This	   is	   a	   great	   model	   of	   a	  
partnership	  and	  there	  will	  be	  a	  lot	  
of	  us	  looking	  to	  promulgate	  this	  as	  
a	   model.”	   Margaret	   Davidson,	  
Director,	   NOAA	   Coastal	   Science	  
Center,	  Dec.	  9	  2011	  

Extreme	  	  Seasonal	  High	  Tide 

“The	   group	   of	   county	  
commissioners	  is	  among	  the	  most	  
important	   responses	   to	   global	  
warming	   threats	   in	   the	   U.S.,	  
Strauss	   said.”	   Michael	   C.	   Bender,	  
Bloomberg	  News,	  March	  20,	  2012	  
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Who is taking notice?  
The efforts of the Compact Counties have garnered attention from 
a variety of local, national and international sources. Here are a 
few examples. 
 

• THE WHITE HOUSE: In 2009, the White House requested a 
white paper on the Compact. The region was then chosen 
for a White House Council on Environmental Quality 
listening session held June 23, 2010. The Compact efforts 
were also highlighted in the Progress Report of the 
Interagency Climate Change Adaptation Task Force.  

• MEDIA: Coverage on the Compact and local sea level rise 
issues has appeared in every major local paper in the four 
County area, at the national level on ClimateWire and 
Climate Central and on the CNN.  

• ACADEMIA: FAU, UM, FIU and other local universities are actively following the Compact and 
working with local governments to advance the climate science and assessment tools. The 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) focused a semester long graduate student class on 
exploring our vulnerability to sea level rise using the tools developed locally. Yale published an 
extensive article on the topic.  

• FEDERAL LEGISLATORS: Members of Congress on May 13, 2011 urged the inclusion of Adaptation 
Action Area designation into the USACE Operations & Maintenance account and the utilization of 
funds to study, define and designate regions uniquely vulnerable to rising sea level. The Compact 
was highlighted as an example of local response during an April 19, 2012 US Senate full committee 
hearing on the impacts of rising sea levels on domestic infrastructure. 

• ICLEI AND NACO: The Compact Counties received the “Process Innovation to Institutionalize 
Sustainability” from ICLEI Local Governments for Sustainability USA in 2010. Recognition also 
came from the NACo Achievement Award in 2010 for conducting the Southeast Florida Regional 
Climate Leadership Summit and in 2011 for progress implementing the Compact. 

 
What are the next steps?  
The Compact members and participants look forward to another productive year of regional collaboration 
and will continue to look for opportunities to bring additional funding and resources to the region for 
climate change mitigation and adaptation activities. Activities for the coming year include:  
• Finalize the SE Fl Regional Climate Change Action Plan and engage partners on implementation; 
• Collaborate on FL Coastal Management Grant to incorporate Adaptation Action Areas into local 

comprehensive plans and seek Congressional support/funding for areas uniquely vulnerable to 
climate impacts;  

• Continue to advocate for the 2012 State and Federal Energy and Climate Legislative Program;  
• Serve as a model on how to address climate issues on the seven county region as part of the 

Southeast Florida partnership and the HUD Sustainable Communities initiative; and 
• Organize the Fourth Annual Regional Climate Leadership Summit in Palm Beach County. 
 
Moving Forward 
Each of the Compact partners is moving forward to implement 
greenhouse gas mitigation and climate adaptation stratgies. Working with 
our municipal partners, policies are already being developed to create a 
more climate-resilient community. 

“Officials	  here	  say	  plans	  have	  
to	  be	  enacted	  now.”	  John	  
Zarella,	  CNN,	  Feb.	  11,	  2012	  

“So,	  county	  commissioners	  
representing	  Broward,	  Miami-‐Dade,	  
Monroe	  and	  Palm	  Beach	  counties	  
should	  be	  commended	  for	  assessing	  
potential	  impact	  and	  need	  to	  protect	  
infrastructure	  investment	  in	  bridges,	  
buildings,	  roads	  and	  wells	  in	  low-‐
lying	  areas	  from	  flooding	  and	  salt	  
water	  intrusion.	  The	  debate	  over	  
global	  warming	  may	  go	  on,	  but	  that	  
shouldn't	  stop	  local	  governments	  
from	  preparing,	  whether	  for	  a	  slight	  
change	  or	  a	  more	  drastic	  result.”	  Sun	  
Sentinel,	  Jan.	  14,	  2012	  


